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First India

India tops in global mi

TURNOVER HIGHER IHAN WHEAT AND R[(l OU'l PUT

Firnt Indha Bureau

Banaskantha: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday said India
produces milk worth
Rs#i 5 lakh crore anny
ally more than the turn-
over of wheat and rice,
and underlined that
wmall farmers-especial
Iy women-are the blg
st beneficlaries of the
dairy sector

In o velled dig at the
Congress, Modi said n
former prime minister
used to say that only 15
paise out of one rupes
reaches (the beneficlar
les) after leaving Delhi,
but he ensures that the
entire 100 paise reaches
the intended benefic lar-
tes and gets deposited
into the sccount of farm:

o

Modi was sddressing
u gathering at Diyodar
in the Banaskantha dis-
trict after insugurating
nrwew dairy complex and
a  potato  processing
plamt of the Banas Dairy

“Today, India is the
world's largest producer
of milk. When the liveli
hood of crores of farm
ors depends on milk, In-
dia produces milk worth
Rsfl 5 lakh crore anny
ally This is something
that many including re-

PM Moo sddressed & pathenng ol n Bsnaskartha whers (boftom | eopie Came out in s
numbars to welcome him on Tusatey

nowned economists, il
o pay attention to
Agalnst this. even the
turnover of wheat and
riee s not Rsd 5 lakh
erove. And small farm
ers are the biggest ben
eliciaries of the dairy

sector,” Modi said

He also Inaugurawd
and laid the foundation
stones for a host of other
projects of the Banas
Dakry

“The biggest benefl
claries of the dairy sec

—MHOTosS BY AN

tor are small farmers,
wha hold no more than
two- five bigha land and
aufler from seanty rain-
ull and the lack of (ir
rigation) water They
tnke care of their fami-
Lhes by ralsing cattle.” he

P Mo being brisfed dunng hin vist 1o Ranas Deery Sarkod

maid

Banas Dairy is said to
be one of the leading
milk production manu.
facturing companies in
Asla

The prime minister
said that his government
has always cared aboul
farmers with small land
holdings by ensuring
thetr well-being.

“After going to Delhi
(after becoming PM in
2014), 1 ok on the re-
sponsibilities of small
farmers ncross the coun-:
try And today | transfer
Hs2 000 directly into the
bank accounts of farm
ers three times in a
year,” he said

Addressing  women
dairy farmers on the oc-
casion, Modi sald that
Banas Dalry ks an exmm-
ple of how a cooperative
movement can strength-

en the economy of & vil
lage and empower wom
en. in turn strengthen
ing the campaign for an

He also praised the
women of Banaskantha
for the way they care
about their cattle with
mare affection even than
their children

The prime minister
nlso dedicnted 10 the na-
tion the Ranas Commu
nity Radio Station and
the expanded fncilities
for the production of
choese  products and
whey powder s Palan
pur. and organic manure
nnd biogas plant

He also laid the foun
dation stone of four go-
bar gas plants  of
100-tonne capacity
which are to be estab-
lished at four different
places.

Ik production: PM

PM Modi inaugurates
new dairy complex,

mu-bﬂmm-h

Banaskantha: cream. 20 tonnes of
Prime Minister Nar-  Khoyn and & fonnes
endra Modi on Tues-
day inaugurited and
visited the new dairy
complex and potato
processing plant st
Diyodar in Gujsmi's
Ranaskantha district,
built st a cost of aver
=600 crore.
The new dairy com-
plex is a greenfleld
project and will ene-
ble the processing of
hout 30 lakh 1itros of
milk, produce about
80 tonnes of butter,
one lakh litres of lce
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PM unveils dairy complex in Gujarat

‘Initiatives at Banas Dairy will empower farmers, women and boost rural economy’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
AHMEDABAD

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday inaugurat-
ed a state-of-the-art dairy
complex and potato process-
ing facility at the Banaskan-
tha District Cooperative Milk
Federation, Palanpur, popu-
larly known as the Banas
Dairy, in Gujarat’s Banaskan-
tha district. Mr. Modi said
the facilities would boost ru-
ral economy and empower
farmers.

On the second day of his
three-day visit to his home
State, Mr. Modi reached Deo-
dar in Banaskantha to open
the new plants at Banas Dai-
ry, which is a division of the
Gujarat Cooperative Milk
Marketing Federa-
tion (GCMMF) under the Go-
vernment of Gujarat's Minis-
try of Cooperation. Mr. Modi
interacted with women milk
suppliers and farmers in a
move to reconnect with the
masses ahead of the Assemb-
ly election in the State later
this year.

Prime Mini

Banaskantha district of Gujarat on Tuesday. «p7i

The new dairy complex
has a capacity to process
about 30 lakh litres of milk,
and produce about 80
tonnes of butter, 20 tonnes
of condensed milk, one lakh
litres of ice cream and six
tonnes of chocolate per day.

The potato processing
plant will produce different
types of processed potato
products such as chips, aloo
tikki, fries, and patties, ma-
ny of which will be exported
in other countries.

“The new development

initiatives at Banas Dairy will
empower farmers, women,
and boost the rural econo-
my. We can experience how
cooperative movement can
give strength to the Aatma-
nirbhar Bharat campaign,”
the Prime Minister said, ad-
dressing a huge gathering of
women milk suppliers and
farmers.

Mr. Modi

profusely
praised the efforts of local
communities and the coop-
erative dairy sector in creat-
ing livelihood opportunities

for locals in the water-
starved district in north Guj-
arat. “I would like to applaud
the people of Banaskantha
for their hard work and spirit
of resilience. The manner in
which this district has made
a mark in agriculture is com-
mendable. Farmers em-
braced new technologies, fo-
cused on water conservation
and the results are for all to
see,” he tweeted after the
event.

During his speech, Mr.
Modi said the development
taking place in Gujarat fills
one with sense of pride as
what happens in Gujarat is
followed by the people of
other States.

He also mentioned his vi-
sit to the new command and
control centre of the State
Education Department on
Monday evening.

The centre has connected
all schools in the State with
real time monitoring of stu-
dents and teachers, teaching
work and attendance from
State capital Gandhinagar.
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AT BANAS DAIRY IN BANASKANTHA

PM suggests replication of

CCCinotherp

PARIMAL DABHI
DEODAR (BANASKANTHA).
APRIL19

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
showered praises on the Vidya
Samiksha Kendra (VSK) or
Command and Control Centre
(CCC)of the Gujarateducationde-
partment in Gandhinagar, where
he spent more than two hourson
Monday,andsaid thathewould
ask various ministries to study it
for replication in other parts of the
country for the “brighter future™
of school students.

Addressinga massive conven-
tion of women organised by
Banas Dairy in Deodar of
Banaskantha district on Tuesday,
the PM said, “I was standing by
youwhen Iwas the Chief Minister.
And even when you sent me to
Delhi, | have not deserted you. |
have been standing by you
through thickand thin.”

“lamyourdedicated compan-
ion (saathi) like the one who
works inour fields. lwant towork
by your side,” he added.

Modi, who is on a three-day
Gujarat visit, spent nearly two
hours at the VSK Monday, about
which he said, “The height of suc-
cess and development Gujarat is
in today that any Gujarati feels
proud of it. And | could experience
it during my visit to VSK in
Gandhinagar yesterday.”

Modi said that VSK is provid-
ing great strength in brightening
the future of Gujarat’s children.
“Use of such a big technology for
our government primary schools

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the potato processing
plant in Deodar. Courtesy: BjP

is a wonder for the entire world,”
he said adding that he felt very
good at use of technology in such
amanner.

“Under the leadership of our
popular CM Bhupendrabhai
(Patel ), this VSK has becomeacen-
tre that showsdirectiontotheen-
tire country,” Modi said.

The PM alsosaid that he got so
interested init that instead of the
scheduled visit of one hour, he
spent more than two hours at the
centre to understand things.

He said that by using artificial
intelligence, machine learning
and large data analysis, the VSK
has become a powerhouse for
more than 54,000 schools, teach-
ersand students.

Modi said that the VSK analy-
ses over five crore data setsina
year and that it can bring a big
change inthe field of educationin
the country. He added that be-

cause of the VSK, the presence of
students in schools has increased
by 26 per cent.

“Iwill ask the concemed min-
istries and officials of
Government of India to study
VSK Concerned ministries of dif-
ferent states should also study
this system. The future of India
will be brighterif maximum chil-
dren get benefit of this modern
VSK system,” Modi said. During
his 30-minute speech, the PM also
referred to the recently launched
Seema Darshan initiative to pro-
mote border tourism at Nada Bet
in Banaskantha.

“Gujarat is a live example of
how to develop border districts.
Because of Nada Bet Seema
Darshan project, villages on the
border will become vibrant. It will
pave way for new employment
opportunities in the region),” the
PM said while mentioning the

arts of country

Rann Utsav in Kutch district.

Before addressing the
women's convention, PM Modi
dedicated a new dairy plant of
Banas Dairy and other initiatives
of the dairy, induding a commu-
nity radio station devoted tolocal
animal husbandry community
and a potato processing plant.

The dairy plant is having ca-
pacity to process 30 lakh litre milk
perdaywhich can be increased to
50 lakh litre per day. He also vir-
tually laid foundation stone of four
gobar gas plants.

Modi referred tovarious inno-
vative initiatives of the Banas
Dairy such as the potato process-
ing plant, bio-CNG plant, gobar gas
plant and honey production, and
said that it is an example of how
fortune of farmers from a water-
starved district like Banaskantha
can be revived.

During his speech Modi also
mentioned that India is the bigg-
estmilk producer in the country.

“Our India is the biggest milk
producer in the country. When
crores of farmers livelihood is de-
pendent onmilk, many people in-
duding noted economists, donot
pay attention to figures. In our
country, annually milk worth Rs
8.5 lakh crore is being produced.
This is an example of decen-
tralised economy in villages.”

Modi also called upon the
farmerstomake at least 75 ponds
in the district to celebrate the 75
years ofindependence. The func-
tion was also attended by Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel, state
BJP chief CR Paatil and Banas Dairy
chairman Shankar Chaudhary.
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Modi interacts with women dairy farmers

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
DEODAR (BANASKANTHA),
APRIL1Q

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
interacted with a group of
women dairy farmers during his
visit to Banas Dairy in Deodar of
Banaskantha, where he discussed
various issues related to animal
husbandry and suggested that
they get their cattle vaccinated
against foot and mouth disease.

The PM was accompanied by
Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel, Gujarat BJP president CR
Paatil and chairman of Banas
Dairy Shankar Chaudhary. A video
containing glimpses of the inter-
action was also posted on Modi's
social media account.

Women dairy farmers ex-
plained how they are getting ben-

PM Narendra Modi at the Banas Dairy in Deodar. Courtesy: BjP

efited from various initiatives of
Modi during his tenure as Gujarat
CM and now as Prime Minister,
mentioning about 24X7 electric-
ity under Jyotigram Yojana and
supply of cooking gas.

Modi asked the women if all
of them got vaccinated against
Covid-19 free of cost through the

to which the women
replied in the affirmative,

The PM told that the women

that each village in the district
should develop 75 ponds while
also making provisions sothat the
rainwater of the area gets drained
in those ponds. This will helpim-
prove ground water level in the
water-starved district, he said.

Modi also asked the women
how many of them had visited
Nada Bet, the recently inaugu-
rated border tourism project of
Gujarat government in the dis-
trict that shares its border with
Pakistan.

When awoman said that she
had visited Nada Bet, Modi
asked, “Have you seen every-
thing that the Border Security
Force does there? Now, will you
feel like sending your son in it
(BSF)?" The woman replied in
the affirmative. Another
woman shared with the PM her
experience in beekeeping.
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‘Women listen to Prime Minister Narendra Modi at Banas
[my Deodar, i Im

m

"M Modi

among lorergners. But due to
lack of international standards
{of quality testing and certifica-
tion), regular trade (of such
drugs and ) remains re-
stricted.” he said.

Emphasising that overall
well-being has a “direct rela-
tionship” with balanced diet
and that wellness should be the
"ultimate goal” - it's finding
resonance following the Covid-
19 pandemic with the world
searching for “new healthcare
delivery systems™ - Modi said
"Jamnagar will reach new
heights in the wellness sector
with this centre”.

Stating that India’s practice
of traditional medicine has not
been limited only (o treatment
but is about life’s holistic sci-
ence, he said: “Apart from treat-
ment and reliel, there are other
aspects that include social
health, mental health, happi-
ness, environmental health,
sympathy, empathy etc
are part of holistic well-being.
Ayurveda is known as the fifth
Veda.”

“The new diseases we are
seeing now, our TM
is very important. Good health
has a direct relationship with a
b diet... Dur k

learnng, data and analyncs, sus-
tanability and equity and inno-
vation and technology.

Union Ayush Munister
Sarbananda Sonowal said the
present turnover of the Indian
Ayush industry is $18.1 billion,
up from §3 bilkon in 2014, and
“#t is of prune mmportance for
member states to walk together
to integrate modern science
with the codified systemof tra-
ditional medicine”. This. he said.
will help the scentific commu-
ruty address “challenges suchas
antimicrobial resistance (AMR),
gprowing incidence of age-re-
Lated disorders, non-communi-
cable diseases as well as o
achieve the objective of atuber-
culoss-free world™.

UGC norms
Announcing the decision,
UGC chairperson M Jagadesh
Kumar saud the collaborating in-
stitutes will be allowed to offer
three kinds of programmes --
twinming, joint degrees and dual
degrees. While the first two pro-
grammes were allowed even
under the oid regulations, there
were few takers, he said
Sources sad this was because of
excessive regulations.
Students enrolling for these

B
systern and experience of sev-
eral hundreds of years tells us
what should be eaten when. At
one time, our elders would em-
phasise use of millets. Over
time, its utilisation reduced but
NOW WE aIT SCCINg EnCourage-
ment for its use again. The year
2021 was declared
International Millet Year . The
National Nutrition Mission has
kept in mind India’s ancient
teachings. Even dunng Covd-
19. we used knowledge of
Ayurveda, and the Ayush Kada
became very popular. These
formulations were in dernand
globally. Today, to save (them-
selves) from the pandemic, sev-

s will have to go
abroad to earn credits, but they
will not have to seek admission
separately while doing so. The
new regulations, however. are
not applicable 1o programmes
offered online and in the open
and distance learning mode.

B For dual degrees, students will
have to complete at beast 30 per
cent of their course credit at the
forewgn institution. The degrees
awarded by both the Indian and
forergn institutions will indicate
the credits earned at the respec-
trve mstitutions.

The course will have to be of
the same discipline. and at the
same level For example, a stu-
dent enrolled in a BA History

I

indk

eral countries
on TM. For many diseases such
as diabetes. obesity, depression
India’s yoga has played an im-
portant role and i helping peo-
ple worldwide 1o reduce men-

stress and  establish
balance.” he said

The Prime Minister laid
down five goals for the new cen-
tre. First, to create a database of
traditional knowledge systems
using technology: second.
GCTM can create international
standlards for vesting and certifi-
cation of traditional medicnes
so that confidence in these
medicines improves. Third.
GCTM should evolve as a plat-
form where global experts of
traditional medicines come to-
gether and share experiences.
He also asked the centre to ex-
plore the possibiity of an an-
nual traditional medicine festi-
val. Fourth, GCTM should
mobilise funding for researchin
the field of traditional medi-
cines. Finally, GCTM should de-
velop protocols for holistic
treatment of speafic diseases so
that patients could benefit from
both traditional and modem
medicine.

WHO Director General
Ghebreyesus said the centre’s
Five main areas will be research
and leadership. evidence and

sity can pursue a part of her
course at a forergn mstitution.
At the end of the course. the stu-
dent will be awarded two de-
grees. separately and simulta-
neously, by the Indian and
foreign institution.

Thus shall not. in any way, be
construed as two degree pro-
grammes in separate disciplines
or subgect areas at two different
levels. the UGC has clarified.
This means 4 dual degree in BA
English and BSc Physics, or BSc
Maths and MSc Biology will not
be allowed under ths arrange-
ment.

B Under the twinming arrange-
ment.a student can study a pro-
gramme partly in India and
partly in a foregn university, but
the diploma or degree will be
awarded just by the Indian uni-
versity. tudents will have 10
complete up to 30 per cent of
the course’s credits at the for-
ergn mstitution by means of an
exchange programme. The
same will be applicable 1o for-
exgn students enrolling in a sim-
ilar programme. In this armange-
ment. credits earned at a floregn
mstitution will be counted to-
ward the degree/ diploma
awarded by the Indian institu-

tion.
B inajomnt degree programme,
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PM Modi interacted with women who supply milk to the Banas dairy
cooperative union and earn livelihood from it

India tops milk production
in world: Narendra Modi

PM says value of milk produced higher than
India’s wheat and rice output; dedicates new
Banas dairy unit built at a cost of Rs 60 crore

| Ahmedabad Mirror Bureau
feedback@ahmedabadmirror.com

TWEETS @ahmedabadmirror

rime Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday said India pro-
duces milk worth Rs 8.5 lakh
crore annually, more than the
turnover of wheat and rice, and un-
derlined that small farmers are the
biggest beneficiaries of the dairy

sector.

In a veiled dig at Congress, Modi
said a former prime minister used to
say that only 15 paise out of one
rupee reaches (the beneficiaries) after
leaving Delhi, but he ensures that the
entire100 paise reaches the intended
beneficiaries and gets deposited into
the account of farmers.

Modi was addressing a gathering
at Diyodar in the Banaskantha dis-
trict after inaugurating new dairy
complex of Banas dairy at Sanadar
near Diyodar, which is spread over
151 acre and built at a cost of Rs 610
crore. Along with that he also inau-
gurated a potato processing unit,
Doodhvani community radio station
(FM 90.4). Modi also e-inaugurated
cheese and whey plant expansion of

the Banas dairy.

While addressing a huge crowd,
mostly women who are the biggest
milk contributors, the PM said, “This
is probably the first time it might be
happening that | am receiving the
blessings of 1.5 to 2 lakh mothers
and sisters. This blessing is of invalu-
able significance. During the 1 to 2
hours of time | spent at the plant, |
met agro producers and plant offi-
cials. | was truly impressed. The
Banas dairy plant is the best example
of mothers’ and sisters’ (women)
empowerment.”

Modi said, “The Banas dairy pro-
ject has also established that to dou-
ble the farmers’ income, not only
milk, but other products can also be
useful.”

Shankar Chaudhary, the chair-
man of the Banas dairy, said, “The
plant was constructed in a short span
of 18 months, starting from June
2020 when the Covid pandemic was
at its peak. Machines equipped with
the latest technology are installed in
the plant, imported from seven dif-
ferent countries. Initially, the milk
processing capacity of the plant was
30 lakh litres per day, which eventu-
ally will be increased to 50 lakh litres

per day.”
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi inspects a potato processing plant

in Banaskantha district of Gujarat on Tuesday. PTi

Dairylucrative option to

boostfarmincome; PM

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, APRIL 19
Dairy is emerging as a more
lucrative option to boost farm-
ers’ income, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi today said,
dedicating a new dairy hub
and potato processing plant at
Diyodar in Banaskantha dis-
trict of Gujarat to the nation.

“The development initia-
tive will empower farmers
and boost the rural econo-
my. The Banas dairy has cre-
ated a new economic force in
the country. Here, we can
experience how a coopera-
tive movement can give
strength to the Aatmanirb-
har Bharat campaign,” the
Prime Minister said.

“The Banas dairy move-

ment is helping farmers and
cattle-rearing communities in
states such as Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana, Rajasthan, Odisha,
Andhra Pradesh and Jhark-
hand. Dairy is emerging as a
medium for increasing farm-
ers’ income compared with
traditional foodgrain, especial-
ly where landholdings are
small,” he said.

The new dairy complex and
potato processing plant at
Diyodar, Banaskantha dis-
trict, is built at a cost of more
than Rs 600 crore.

The PM said the manner in
which Banaskantha had
made a mark in agriculture
was commendable. “Farmers
embraced new technologies,
focused on water conserva-
tion and the results are for all
to see,” he said.
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PMlaudswomen’'srole
in‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’

PMinaugurated asiew of projects in the state, includinga WHO-sponsored centre

STESMAN NEWS SERVICE

AHMEDABAD 19APRIL

rime Minister Naren-
dra Modi said on Tues-
day that efforts of
women in the milk
sector have proven how a tra-
ditional produce can boostup
economic growth for the coun-
Addressing a gathering of
wumen after laying founda-
tion stones for several projects
of the Banas Dairy at Deod-
har in north Gujarat, Modi
appreciated the hard work of
women in dairy sector and said
it is an example how cooper-
ative movement can give a
boost to‘Atranirbhar Bharat',
The Prime Minister also
took adig at previous regimes
by saying that the Direct Ben-
efit Transfers (DBT) are now
reaching farmers accountsin
full as compared to only 15
paise out of every one rupee
disbursed by earlier govern-
ments.
Thiswas a reference o for-

&er-l‘rmw.ﬁli‘n.h-r RETR'

Gandhi’s remark about how
middlemen usurped grants
meant for poor. Modi began
a three-day tour on Monday
night to his native state Gujarat
where assembly electionsare
due in December. During his
three-day trip, the Prime Min-
isterwould inaugurate aslew
of projects in the state, includ-
ing aWorld Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) sponsored cen-
tre for traditional medicine at
Jamnagar.
Modialsolaunched acom-

by ST,
munity radio service in
Banaskantha of north Gujarat.

Expressing concernabout
deficient rainfall in the region,
the Prime Minister asked the
people to dig as many as 75
large ponds before the com-
ing monsoon as part of their
contribution to the "Azadi Ka
Amrut Mahotsav”,

Soon after his arrival here
on Monday evening, Modi
had visited the Command &
Control Centre (CCS) for
schools which maintains and
processes mare than 500 crore

units of data from all over the
state. Comingas itdid just days
after Delhi Deputy ChiefMin-
ister Manish Sisodiya’s criticdsm
of Gujarat’s education sys-
tem, the Prime Minister's visit
to the CCS assumes signi

in an election year. Modi
would also address awomen’s
rally at Dahod in the eastern
tribal belt before retumning to
Delhi on Wednesday.

i
Semicon PM
Modi will inaugurate the first
Semicon India 2022 Confer-
ence in Bengaluru on April 29,
Minister of State for Elec-
tronics and Information Tech-
nology Rajeev Chandrasekhar
announced on Monday.

As per a press release from
the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technolo-
gy, Semicon India 2022, a 3-
day conference, is beingorgan-
ised 1o take forward thevision
of PM Modi to make India a
leader in electronics manu-
facturing, semiconductor

design, manufacturing and
innovation. Speaking about the
India Semicon Mission at the
event, Chandrasekhar said
that PM's vision is to make India
a significant player in the
global semiconductor value
chain. “First time in last 75
years- rapid decisive strides
have been made in this space.”

"Semican India 2022 con-
ference will attract the best
minds from across the world
from the semiconductor indus-
try, research and academia and
will act as a big step in fulfill-
ing PM's vision of making
India a global hub for elec-
tronics manufacturing and
the semiconductor industry,”
the release stated.Semicon
India 2022 Conference will
be organised by the Ministry
of Flectronics and Information
Technology from April 29 il
May 1 at the ITC Gardenia, Ben-
galuru around the theme of -
Design and Manufacture in
India, for the World: Making
India a "Semiconductor
Nation”.
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‘India tops milk production in world’

Turnover higher than wheat and rice output, says PM Modi

BANASKANTHA (GUD:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday said India produces
milk worth Rs 8.5 lakh crore
annually, more than the turn-
over of wheat and rice, and
underlined that small farmers
are the biggest beneficiaries of
the dairy sector. In a veiled dig
at Congress, Modi said a for-
mer prime minister used to say
that only 15 paise out of one
rupee reaches (the beneficia-
ries) after leaving Delhi, but he
ensures that the entire 100 paise
reaches the intended beneficia-
ries and gets deposited into the
account of farmers,

The prime minister was
addressing a gathering at Diyo-
dar in the Banaskantha district
after inaugurating a new dairy
complex and a potato process-
ing plant of the Banas Dairy.

He said the coopera-
tive dairy empowers small
farmers, especially women,

and strengthens the village
economy.

"Today. India is the world's
largest producer of milk. When
the livelihood of crores of farm-
ers depends on milk, India pro-
duces milk worth Rs 8.5 lakh
crore annually. This is some-
thing that many, including
renowned economists, fail to

attention to. "As against
and rice is not Rs 8.5 lakh crare.
And small farmers are the big-
gest beneficiaries of the dairy
sector,” Modi said.

He also inaugurated and
laid the foundation stones for
a host of other projects of the
Banas Dairy. "The biggest ben-
eficiaries of the dairy sector
are small farmers, who hold
no more than two- five bigha
land and suffer from scanty
rainfall and the lack of (irriga-
tion) water. They take care of
their families by raising cattle,”
he said.

Banas Dairy is said to be

PM Narendra Modi FILEPHOTO

one of the leading milk pro-
duction manufacturing com-
panies in Asia.

The prime minister said
that his government has always
cared about farmers with small
land- holdings by ensuring their

"After going to Delhi (after
becoming prime minister in
2014), ! took on the responsi-
bilities of small farmers across
the country. And today, | trans-
fer Rs 2,000 directly into the

bank accounts of farmers three
times in a year,” he said.

"A former prime minister
used to say that only 15 paise
out of one rupee reaches (the
beneficiaries). But this Prime
Minister says that the entire
100 paise reaches the houses
of people to whom it is meant
for after leaving Delhi, and gets
deposited into the account of
farmers,” Modi said.

Addressing women dairy
farmers on the occasion, Modi
said that Banas Dairy is an
example of how a coopera-
tive movement can strengthen
the economy of a village and
empower women, in turn
strengthening the campaign
for the "Aatmanirbhar Bharat.”

He also praised the women
of Banaskantha for the way
they care about their cattle with
more affection even than their
children.

Modi said that Banas
Dairy has demonstrated that
resources other than dairy can

also be used to increase the
income of local farmers. He
said that Banas Dairy will set
up many bio-CNG and gobar
gas plants across the coun-
try, which will give a fillip to
the government's campaign of
turning waste into wealth.

“Many goals are being
achieved  simultaneously
through Gobardhan (to man-
age cattle waste). One, it is
keeping the villages clean, and
secondly, cattle farmers are
also getting money for cow
dung,” he said. "Third, prod-
ucts like bio-CNG and elec-
tricity are bein ared from
cow Eung Fol.lﬁlr.e&e organic
manure that is available in this
whole pracess is helping the
farmers a lot,” he said.

The prime minister said that
the Banas Dairy has expanded
its reach to provide benefits to
the dairy farmers in states like
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Rajas-
than, Odisha, Andhra Pradesh,
and Jharkhand.
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